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In the annals of military history, the story of the Post Office Rifles, 8th
Battalion City of London Regiment, stands as a testament to the
indomitable spirit of ordinary men thrust into extraordinary circumstances.
This volume chronicles the remarkable journey of this battalion, drawn from
the ranks of the British postal service, as they left their mundane lives
behind to fight for their country in the Great War.
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Chapter 1: The Call to Arms

As the clouds of war gathered over Europe in the summer of 1914, the Post
Office Rifles responded to the nation's call with a surge of patriotism. Over
1,500 men volunteered their services, eager to defend their homeland
against the German threat. They came from every corner of the British
postal system, from sorting clerks and mail carriers to telegraphists and
engineers.

Chapter 2: Training and Deployment
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The battalion underwent rigorous training at Purfleet Camp in Essex, where
they honed their combat skills and forged unbreakable bonds of
camaraderie. Their training culminated in a ceremonial review by King
George V on July 31, 1915, a moment that instilled a profound sense of
purpose and pride in the men.

Shortly after, the Post Office Rifles were deployed to France, where they
joined the fighting on the Western Front. They were initially attached to the
56th Brigade of the 18th Division and saw their first taste of combat during
the Battle of Loos in September 1915.

Chapter 3: The Trenches and Beyond

The battalion spent the next three years locked in a deadly stalemate on
the front lines, enduring the horrors of trench warfare. They faced relentless
shelling, gas attacks, and hand-to-hand combat, their ranks dwindling day
by day. Yet, amidst the carnage, their spirits remained high, fueled by their
unwavering determination and the bonds they had forged.

In addition to trench warfare, the Post Office Rifles also participated in
major offensives, including the Battle of the Somme and the Third Battle of
Ypres (Passchendaele). They fought with distinction, earning a reputation
for their bravery and tenacity.

Chapter 4: The Price of Victory

The battalion's sacrifice was immense. By the end of the war, over 600
men had fallen, a testament to the brutality of the conflict. Among the fallen
was their commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Henry Kerr Verdon, who
was killed in action in 1917.



Despite the devastating losses, the Post Office Rifles emerged from the
war with their heads held high. They had played a crucial role in the Allied
victory, and their legacy of courage and sacrifice would live on for
generations to come.

Chapter 5: Demobilization and Legacy

After the war, the battalion was gradually demobilized and the men
returned to their civilian lives. Many had been profoundly changed by their
wartime experiences, and they carried the memories of their fallen
comrades with them.

The legacy of the Post Office Rifles continues to this day. A memorial to the
battalion stands at St. Paul's Cathedral in London, and their story continues
to inspire future generations. The battalion's sacrifice serves as a reminder
of the sacrifices made by ordinary men and women in times of great peril.

Epilogue: A Timeless Tribute

This book is a fitting tribute to the brave men of the Post Office Rifles, 8th
Battalion City of London Regiment. It is a testament to their unwavering
courage, their indomitable spirit, and the immeasurable sacrifices they
made in the defense of their country.

Their story is a timeless reminder of the human capacity for resilience, the
power of camaraderie, and the enduring legacy of those who have fought
for our freedom. We owe a profound debt of gratitude to these heroes, and
this book ensures that their memory will live on forever.
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