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In the tapestry of American history, the experiences of Indigenous peoples
have often been obscured and marginalized. However, Dr. Kevin
Bruyneel's groundbreaking work, 'Race Surveillance and Indian
Anticolonialism in North America,' unravels a hidden thread that has
profoundly shaped Indigenous lives: the insidious web of race surveillance.

Through meticulous research and analysis, Dr. Bruyneel reveals how the
surveillance of Indigenous peoples has been a central tool of colonial
power, aimed at controlling, suppressing, and undermining their
sovereignty. From the earliest days of European colonization to the present
era, governments and institutions have employed a vast arsenal of
surveillance techniques to monitor, track, and document Indigenous
communities.

Origins of Race Surveillance

The roots of race surveillance can be traced back to the colonial era, when
European powers sought to establish their dominance over Indigenous
territories. Colonizers relied on systems of racial classification to justify their
claims of superiority and to legitimize their violent dispossession of
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Indigenous lands. Surveillance became a key mechanism for enforcing
these racial hierarchies and maintaining colonial control.

Forms of Surveillance

Race surveillance manifested in various forms, ranging from overt
population counting and registration to covert spying and infiltration.
Colonial governments implemented pass systems to restrict Indigenous
movement, while police forces conducted raids and patrols to monitor
Indigenous communities. Missionaries, anthropologists, and other so-called
"experts" collected detailed information on Indigenous cultures and
practices, often with the intent of using this knowledge for surveillance and
control.

Impact on Indigenous Resistance

Race surveillance had a profound impact on Indigenous resistance
movements. By gathering intelligence on Indigenous leaders,
organizations, and activities, colonial authorities sought to preempt and
suppress resistance efforts. Surveillance also played a role in dividing
Indigenous communities, creating mistrust and suspicion among members
who feared being labeled as informants or traitors.

Despite these challenges, Indigenous peoples found ways to resist and
counter surveillance. They developed covert networks and communication
systems to evade colonial monitoring. They also used the information
gathered by surveillance to their advantage, learning about colonial
weaknesses and exploiting gaps in the surveillance system.

Historical Examples



Dr. Bruyneel's book provides numerous historical examples that illustrate
the multifaceted nature of race surveillance and its impact on Indigenous
anticolonialism. He explores the case of the Cree leader Big Bear in
Canada, whose resistance to colonial encroachment was met with intense
surveillance and ultimately led to his arrest and imprisonment.

In the United States, the infamous Carlisle Indian Industrial School serves
as a chilling reminder of the role surveillance played in the assimilationist
policies of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Students at Carlisle were
subjected to rigorous surveillance and were forced to abandon their
Indigenous identities in an attempt to "civilize" them.

Contemporary Manifestations

While the forms of race surveillance have evolved over time, the underlying
goal of control and suppression remains. In the present era, Indigenous
communities continue to face pervasive surveillance, including police
profiling, digital surveillance, and the monitoring of Indigenous activists and
organizations.

For example, the Dakota Access Pipeline protests in North Dakota in 2016-
2017 highlighted the use of surveillance by law enforcement agencies to
target Indigenous water protectors. Activists were subjected to aerial
surveillance, drone monitoring, and social media tracking, raising concerns
about the militarization of surveillance and its impact on Indigenous
sovereignty.

Pathways to Resistance

Despite the ongoing challenges of race surveillance, Indigenous peoples
continue to find innovative ways to resist and reclaim their sovereignty. Dr.



Bruyneel's work emphasizes the importance of Indigenous self-
determination and the need for transformative approaches to surveillance.

Indigenous communities are developing their own surveillance systems to
monitor and protect their territories and members. They are also
collaborating with allies and working within international legal frameworks
to challenge the legitimacy of race surveillance and to assert their inherent
rights to self-governance and cultural autonomy.

'Race Surveillance and Indian Anticolonialism in North America' is an
essential read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the history
and contemporary manifestations of race surveillance. By shedding light on
this hidden chapter in American history, Dr. Bruyneel's work empowers
Indigenous communities and allies in their ongoing struggle for justice and
self-determination.

Through meticulous research and compelling storytelling, this book reveals
the resilience and ingenuity of Indigenous peoples as they navigate the
challenges of surveillance and assert their inherent rights. It is a timely and
thought-provoking work that urges us to confront the legacies of colonialism
and to work towards a more just and equitable future for all.
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