
The Enduring Bond Between Marine and Navy
SEAL That Transcended Their Ultimate
Sacrifice

On April 14, 2004, Marine Corporal Jason Dunham and Navy SEAL Petty
Officer Second Class Michael Monsoor were killed in action in Iraq. They
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were both 22 years old.
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Dunham was a squad leader in the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines. Monsoor
was a member of SEAL Team 3. They were both part of Task Force 1-8,
which was conducting a raid on a suspected insurgent stronghold in
Fallujah.

During the raid, Dunham's squad was ambushed. Dunham was shot in the
head and chest, but he continued to fight, using his own body to shield his
men from enemy fire. Monsoor, who was nearby, saw what was happening
and rushed to Dunham's aid. He threw himself on top of Dunham,
absorbing the impact of a grenade that was about to explode.

Both Dunham and Monsoor were killed in the blast. They were
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military
award for valor.
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Dunham and Monsoor were not just comrades in arms; they were also
close friends. They had met in 2002 while attending the Basic Underwater
Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S) training course. They bonded over their shared
love of the military and their determination to serve their country.

After BUD/S, Dunham was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines.
Monsoor was assigned to SEAL Team 3. They deployed to Iraq in 2004.

In Iraq, Dunham and Monsoor continued to serve with distinction. Dunham
was a fearless leader who always put his men first. Monsoor was a skilled
and courageous SEAL who was always willing to take on the most
dangerous missions.

On April 14, 2004, Dunham and Monsoor were part of a raid on a
suspected insurgent stronghold in Fallujah. The raid went well at first, but
then the insurgents launched a counterattack. Dunham's squad was
ambushed, and Dunham was shot in the head and chest.

Monsoor, who was nearby, saw what was happening and rushed to
Dunham's aid. He threw himself on top of Dunham, absorbing the impact of
a grenade that was about to explode.

Both Dunham and Monsoor were killed in the blast. They were
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military
award for valor.

The death of Dunham and Monsoor was a tragedy, but their story is also
one of hope and inspiration. They were two young men who dedicated their
lives to serving their country. They were willing to make the ultimate
sacrifice, and they did so with courage and honor.



The bond between Dunham and Monsoor was a special one. It was a bond
that was forged in the fires of combat. It was a bond that was stronger than
death.

Dunham and Monsoor were not just comrades in arms; they were also
brothers. They were brothers in arms, and they were brothers in spirit. Their
story is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope.
There is always love. And there is always courage.
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