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Ontological Humility: Lord Voldemort and The Philosopher's Stone, a
thought-provoking exploration of the nature of evil and the importance of
humility.

J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series is a beloved classic that has captivated
readers of all ages. But beyond its enchanting world of magic and
adventure, the series also offers profound insights into human nature and
the nature of evil.
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In this essay, | will argue that the character of Lord Voldemort in Harry
Potter and the Philosopher's Stone embodies the concept of "ontological
humility." Ontological humility is the recognition that we are all finite beings
with limited knowledge and understanding. It is the opposite of arrogance
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and pride, and it is essential for living a good and meaningful life. We will
see Lord Voldemort does not embody the concept.

Lord Voldemort is a powerful and charismatic figure, but he is also deeply
flawed. He was obsessed with immortality and believed himself to be
superior to all others. This arrogance and pride ultimately led to his
downfall.

Voldemort's arrogance is evident in his quest for immortality. He believed
that by becoming immortal, he would be able to control the world and
shape it to his liking. He did not understand that immortality does not bring
happiness or fulfillment. It simply prolongs suffering. Voldemort's desire for
immortality is rooted in the fear of death. He was unable to accept the fact
that he was a finite being and that his life would eventually come to an end.

Voldemort's arrogance is also evident in his belief that he was superior to
all others. He saw himself as a pure-blood wizard and believed that he was
destined to rule the world. He did not understand that all people are equal
and that no one person is better than another. Voldemort's belief in his own
superiority led him to commit terrible acts of violence and cruelty.

Voldemort's arrogance and pride ultimately led to his downfall. He was
defeated by Harry Potter in the Battle of Hogwarts because Harry was able
to accept his own mortality and the fact that he was not perfect. Harry was
also able to see the good in others, even in those who were different from
him. Voldemort, on the other hand, was blinded by his own arrogance and
pride. He was unable to see the good in others and he was unable to
accept the fact that he was not perfect.



The character of Lord Voldemort in Harry Potter and the Philosopher's
Stone is a cautionary tale about the dangers of arrogance and pride.
Voldemort's belief that he was superior to others and his quest for
immortality ultimately led to his downfall. We can learn from Voldemort's
mistakes and strive to live our lives with humility and compassion.

Ontological humility is an important virtue that can help us to live better
lives. It is the recognition that we are all finite beings with limited knowledge
and understanding. It is the opposite of arrogance and pride, and it is
essential for living a good and meaningful life.

Here are some of the benefits of ontological humility:

It helps us to be more open-minded and accepting of others.

It helps us to be more compassionate and understanding.

It helps us to be more forgiving of ourselves and others.

It helps us to be more grateful for what we have.

It helps us to live more meaningful lives.

Ontological humility is not about thinking less of ourselves. It is about
seeing ourselves more clearly. It is about recognizing that we are all equal
and that we all have something to offer the world. Also, we should not be
arrogant and prideful as Lord Voldemort.

If you want to live a better life, | encourage you to practice ontological
humility. Start by being more open-minded and accepting of others. Be
more compassionate and understanding. Forgive yourself and others more



easily. Be grateful for what you have. And live your life with purpose and
meaning.

By practicing ontological humility, you can become a better person and live
a better life.
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