
Light in Architecture: The Intangible Material
Light is an essential element of architecture, shaping our perception of
space and creating a sense of atmosphere. It can be used to highlight
features, create shadows, and even change the apparent size of a space.
In this book, we explore the many ways that light can be used in
architecture, from natural daylighting to artificial lighting. We also discuss
the latest advances in lighting technology and how they are changing the
way we design and experience buildings.
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Daylighting

Daylighting is the use of natural light to illuminate a space. It is the most
sustainable and cost-effective way to light a building, and it can also have a
positive impact on our health and well-being. Daylighting can be used to
create a variety of effects, from bright and airy spaces to dim and intimate
ones. The key to successful daylighting is to control the amount and
direction of light that enters a space.
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There are a number of different ways to control daylighting, including:

Windows: Windows are the most common way to bring daylight into a
space. They can be placed on any wall or roof, and they can be
opened or closed to control the amount of light that enters.

Skylights: Skylights are windows that are placed on the roof of a
building. They can provide a lot of natural light, even in spaces that are
not directly exposed to the sun.

Clerestories: Clerestories are windows that are placed high on a wall,
near the ceiling. They can provide natural light without creating glare.

Light shelves: Light shelves are horizontal surfaces that are placed
near windows. They reflect light up onto the ceiling, which can help to
distribute light more evenly throughout a space.

Artificial Lighting

Artificial lighting is used to supplement natural daylighting or to provide light
in spaces that do not have access to natural light. Artificial lighting can be
used to create a variety of effects, from bright and functional spaces to dim
and atmospheric ones. The key to successful artificial lighting is to choose
the right type of light fixture and to place it in the right location.

There are a number of different types of light fixtures available, including:

Pendant lights: Pendant lights are hung from the ceiling and provide
direct light. They are often used over tables, islands, and other focal
points.



Recessed lights: Recessed lights are installed into the ceiling and
provide indirect light. They are often used in general lighting
applications.

Track lighting: Track lighting is mounted on a track and can be moved
to provide light where it is needed. It is often used in retail and
commercial spaces.

Wall sconces: Wall sconces are mounted on the wall and provide
indirect light. They are often used in hallways, bathrooms, and other
areas where subtle lighting is desired.

Lighting Technology

Lighting technology has advanced significantly in recent years, and there
are now a number of new and innovative ways to light buildings. These
new technologies offer a number of advantages over traditional lighting
methods, including:

Energy efficiency: New lighting technologies are much more energy
efficient than traditional lighting methods. This can save money on
energy costs and reduce the environmental impact of buildings.

Controllability: New lighting technologies allow for greater control
over the amount and direction of light. This can be used to create a
variety of effects and to adapt the lighting to the changing needs of
occupants.

Durability: New lighting technologies are more durable than traditional
lighting methods. This can reduce maintenance costs and extend the
life of lighting systems.



The Future of Lighting

The future of lighting is bright. As lighting technology continues to develop,
we can expect to see even more innovative and efficient ways to light
buildings. These new technologies will continue to change the way we
design and experience buildings.
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Take Control of Your Stress with Paul McKenna
Stress is a major problem in today's world. It can lead to a variety of
health problems, including high blood pressure, heart disease, and...
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Sizzling At Seventy: Victim To Victorious: A
Transformational Journey of Triumph Over
Trauma
At seventy years old, most people are looking forward to a quiet
retirement, enjoying their grandchildren, and taking up hobbies. But not
Barbara Becker. After a lifetime of...
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